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" For example in the fighting since June 16th (only 5 days)
we may have lost 8,000 men and they have lost something like
80,000-90,000, Their population is 39,000,000 and ours (exclu-
sive of Colonies) is about 46,000,000.
" These are the sort of questions now being asked by the
French. In munitions the Germans and Austrians are making
some 250,000 shells a day; the French (with five-sixths of their
steel-workers in Boche hands) are making about 100,000 a
day, and we are making about 9,000 a day I
" Now all these and many other things may lead to trouble,
and we must walk warily to avoid the pitfalls* When next I see
you I would much like a good talk and much like to lay out the
picture as it appears to the French, and to me, of the future,
" So sorry to bother you with a letter in haste.
" Very sincerely yours,
" HENRY WILSON*"
Sir Henry Wilson was neither entirely accurate nor entirely
fair in his comparisons. In May 1915 this country was producing
about 15,600 shells per day and the output was rapidly increas-
ing. Moreover we had set out almost from zero whereas the
French and Germans had started with the power to supply the
4,000 and 8,000 guns with which their armies were respectively
provided* Wilson was not an engineer nor could he realise the
difficulties of a country which had been content to take its
gun-sights from Austria and its high explosives from Germany,
These, however, were matters of detail; of the General's main
ideas there came support from an expert in public opinion.
That big, restless, eccentric, and incalculable journalist, Lord
Northcliffe, was at that time owner not only of the Daily Mail
and the Evening News, but of The Times, and was blowing
through all the pipes of his organ a diapason of alarm at the
conduct of the war. He had, however, a high opinion of the
Attorney-General. ** Carson is an able man," he said to his friend
Riddell, a little later," he is a stout-hearted fellow*"1 And on the
27th June, 1915, he wrote (from The Times) to much the same
effect as Wilson had written:
i The conversation ww on the 21st October, 1915. See Lord Riddell's
Di&ry for that date, p, 12T.